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300 word blurb 

The Science International Accord on Open Data in a Big Data World presents an inclusive vision of 
the need for and the benefits of Open Data for science internationally, and in particular for Lower 
and Middle Income Countries.  This side event will assess the progress achieved around the Accord 
and present for discussion an African Open Science Platform initiative, supported by the South 
African Department of Science and Technology, directed by CODATA and implemented by ASSAf. 

The development of an open science and innovation platform depends not only on the physical 
infrastructure for acquiring, curating and disseminating data and information, but also on protocols, 
policies and procedures in the science system that provide the structure and support to ensure that 
science objectives are achieved. An open science platform is conceived as an integrated set of 
arrangements that provides a policy, capacity-building and infrastructural framework for enhanced 
accessibility and impact.  Above all, the initiative focuses on the creation of Open Science fora 
through which policies and coordination can be discussed and established. 

Several open science activities are underway across Africa, but a great deal would be gained if, in 
the context of developing inter-regional links, these activities were to be coordinated and developed 
through such a coordinating initiative. Outcomes of the side event will include input on the approach 
and opportunities to connect regional partners with the African Open Science Platform Initiative. 

The event is open, but spaces are limited: representatives of open data and open science 
initiatives, and those who wish to find out more, should contact the organisers 
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